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variety of superstition required to fit up our respective theories
of religious evolution; and people have thus been accustomed
to construct such .theories upon materials drawn from, an infi-
nite diversity of habitations or races scattered over long periods
of time* The convenience of ranging over such a wide field of
selection may sometimes tempt us to ascribe to the customs and
fancies of distant and greatly differing societies a closer rela-
tionship and inter-connexion than really exist. But if the
living specimens can all be gathered from one country, then
their affinity may seem more demonstrable, and the manner of
their sequence or descent more intelligible* At any rate, the
actual facts maybe thus brought more easily under a connected
view, and within compass of accurate research; while it may
be interesting (setting aside all theories) to observe a whole
vegetation of cognate beliefs sprouting up in every stage of
growth beneath the shadow of the great orthodox traditions
and allegories of Brahmanism.

The province (commonly called Berar) from which I have
drawn my facts is situated nearly in the centre of India; it is
almost identical in area with the present kingdom of Greece on
the mainland; and it contains* 2,250,000 inhabitants, of whom
155,000  are Musalmfins, and the  rest (of the  natives) are
loosely called -Hindus.    Now just as the word Hindu is no
national   or   even geographical   denomination,   but  signifies
vaguely a  fortuitous  conglomeration of sects, tribes, races,
hereditary professions, and pure castes; so the religion of this
population of Hindus is at first sight a heterogeneous confu-
sion,   Without doubt much of this miscellany may be at once
referred, for its  source, to the  composite  character  of its
people.    The Hindus proper, .who can be ranged in known
-castes, have come in by migrations from North, South, and
"West; there is a strong non-Aryan leaven in the dregs of the
agricultural class, derived from, the primitive races which have
gradually melted down into settled life, and thus become fused
with the general community; while these same races are still
distinct tribes in the wild tracts of hill and jungle.    Neverthe-
less, the various superstitions have long ceased to correspond
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